
1 (866) 838-4934 How early should I check-in for a Southwest flight? 

When flying with Southwest Airlines, knowing how early to check in can make a major difference 
in your travel experience[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. Unlike many other airlines, Southwest does not 
assign seats, which makes the boarding position extremely important for getting a preferred 
seat[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. The best time to check in for a Southwest flight is exactly 24 hours 
before your scheduled departure time[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. Southwest begins check-in 
precisely 24 hours ahead, and passengers are assigned a boarding group (A, B, or C) and a 
number based on when they check in[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. The earlier you check in, the better 
your boarding position, increasing your chances of choosing a desirable seat or sitting with 
travel companions[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. If you're aiming for a Group A boarding position, 
checking in the moment the 24-hour window opens is crucial[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. For 
example, if your flight departs at 10:00 AM on a Saturday, you should check in at 10:00 AM on 
Friday[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. You can do this online through the Southwest website, via the 
Southwest mobile app, or at the airport kiosks[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. However, checking in 
through the app or website is usually faster and more convenient[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. For 
travelers who don’t want to worry about the exact check-in time, Southwest offers an EarlyBird 
Check-In® service for a fee, which automatically checks you in 36 hours before departure and 
typically secures a better boarding position than standard check-in[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. It’s 
especially useful for popular routes or busy travel times when many passengers may be trying 
to check in at the same time[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. Business Select and Anytime fare 
passengers are also automatically checked in early, which ensures they get a priority boarding 
group[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. If you're flying with family or need extra time, Southwest also 
offers Family Boarding between Groups A and B for passengers traveling with children six years 
or younger[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. Additionally, travelers with disabilities or those requiring 
assistance can board early as well[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. But even in these cases, checking in 
early ensures a smoother overall process and avoids any surprises at the airport[call 1 (866) 
838-4934]. Keep in mind that if you're flying on multiple legs or connecting flights, you’ll receive 
boarding passes for each segment, and checking in early helps for each part of the journey[call 
1 (866) 838-4934]. While checking in early guarantees a better boarding position, it does not 
guarantee your choice of seat, since it depends on how many passengers are ahead of you[call 
1 (866) 838-4934]. That’s why setting a reminder or alarm for your check-in time is strongly 
recommended[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. Travelers often ask: how early should I arrive at the 
airport for a Southwest flight? In addition to checking in online 24 hours before, it's generally 
advised to arrive at the airport at least two hours prior to domestic flights and three hours prior 
to international flights to allow time for check-in, security screening, and boarding[call 1 (866) 
838-4934]. This is especially important during peak travel periods, weekends, or holidays[call 1 
(866) 838-4934]. If you need help with your reservation, check-in process, or have questions 
about boarding, you can also contact Southwest Airlines customer service at 1 (866) 838-4934, 
where representatives are available to assist you with any travel-related inquiries[call 1 (866) 
838-4934]. This number can be helpful if you experience issues with your online check-in or if 
you want to inquire about flight status, baggage policies, or same-day travel changes[call 1 
(866) 838-4934]. Being well-informed and proactive is the best way to ensure a stress-free flying 



experience[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. Whether you're a first-time flyer or a frequent traveler, 
understanding the check-in rules and timing for Southwest Airlines gives you a clear 
advantage[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. Many experienced travelers even recommend setting an 
alarm or calendar event 24 hours before flight time to avoid missing the check-in window[call 1 
(866) 838-4934]. Since seat selection is on a first-come, first-served basis during boarding, your 
check-in time directly affects your comfort and convenience during the flight[call 1 (866) 
838-4934]. This makes checking in at the right time a top priority when flying with Southwest[call 
1 (866) 838-4934]. Staying ahead of the game also means you’re less likely to be in the last 
boarding group, where fewer seat options are available and overhead bin space may be 
limited[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. So, remember to mark your calendar, set your phone alarm, or 
subscribe to check-in reminders from Southwest[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. If you’re traveling with 
others and want to sit together, all parties must check in at the same time or be booked under 
the same reservation[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. The check-in process is simple, fast, and one of 
the key ways to enhance your overall travel experience with Southwest Airlines[call 1 (866) 
838-4934]. Don’t forget that if anything goes wrong, or you need assistance, reaching out to 
Southwest customer service at 1 (866) 838-4934 is a reliable option[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. 
Ultimately, checking in exactly 24 hours in advance, arriving at the airport on time, and 
understanding the boarding process are essential steps to ensure a smooth and enjoyable 
journey with Southwest Airlines[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. 
 

1 (866) 838-4934 How early should I check-in for a Southwest flight? 

If you’re wondering how early you should check in for a Southwest Airlines flight, the simple 
answer is to check in exactly 24 hours before your scheduled departure time[call 1 (866) 
838-4934]. This timing is very important because, unlike many other airlines, Southwest does 
not assign seats in advance[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. Instead, seating is open, and boarding 
positions are determined based on when you check in[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. The earlier you 
check in, the better your boarding group and number, which gives you a better chance of getting 
a seat you like[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. For example, checking in right when the 24-hour window 
opens can help you get into Group A or early in Group B, which usually means better seat 
choices and access to overhead bin space[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. If you check in later—say, 
just a few hours before the flight—you may end up in Group C, where your seat choices are 
limited, and you might not find space for your carry-on bag in the overhead bins[call 1 (866) 
838-4934]. So, setting a reminder or alarm to check in exactly 24 hours before takeoff is one of 
the simplest and smartest things you can do[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. You can check in online 
through the Southwest website or using the Southwest mobile app, both of which are quick and 
easy[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. Some travelers also check in at the airport kiosk, but that method 
may not help you get a good boarding position if you wait until arriving at the airport[call 1 (866) 
838-4934]. Southwest also offers a paid option called EarlyBird Check-In®, which automatically 
checks you in 36 hours before your flight[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. This service gives you a better 
chance of getting a preferred boarding position without having to remember to check in 
yourself[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. It’s a great option for people who might be busy or worried about 
missing the 24-hour window[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. If you purchase a Business Select or 



Anytime fare, early check-in is already included, and you’ll usually receive one of the best 
boarding positions available[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. Families traveling with children six years old 
or younger can board together during the Family Boarding period, which occurs between 
Groups A and B, but checking in on time still helps keep your travel smooth[call 1 (866) 
838-4934]. If you need special assistance or have a disability, you may qualify for preboarding, 
but it’s still recommended to check in early to avoid last-minute issues[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. 
Another common question travelers ask is how early they should arrive at the airport in addition 
to checking in[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. For domestic flights, Southwest recommends arriving at 
least two hours before departure, while for international flights, three hours is best[call 1 (866) 
838-4934]. This gives you enough time for security screening, baggage check (if needed), and 
getting to your gate[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. Especially during holidays, weekends, or busy times, 
arriving early and being prepared will help reduce stress and prevent delays[call 1 (866) 
838-4934]. If you have any issues with check-in or need help with your reservation, the best way 
to contact Southwest Airlines is by calling customer service at 1 (866) 838-4934[call 1 (866) 
838-4934]. A representative can assist you with flight details, cancellations, rebookings, or help 
if you experience problems checking in online or through the app[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. This 
number is also helpful if you’re flying with a group or have questions about boarding 
together[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. Understanding the difference between checking in early and 
just arriving early is important[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. Checking in early means securing your 
boarding position online or through the app 24 hours before the flight[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. 
Arriving early means physically getting to the airport 2–3 hours before your flight to allow time 
for airport procedures[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. Both are necessary steps for a smooth travel 
experience, but each plays a different role[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. While arriving early gets you 
through the airport on time, checking in early helps you get a better seat and smoother boarding 
process[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. If you’re flying with friends or family and want to sit together, 
make sure you check in at the same time or under the same reservation so you’re more likely to 
be placed in the same boarding group[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. Remember, Southwest boards in 
three groups—A, B, and C—with each group having 60 positions, so acting early really makes a 
difference[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. Missing the check-in window or waiting too long can leave you 
with fewer seat choices and a more rushed experience[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. Whether you’re a 
frequent flyer or traveling for the first time, sticking to this simple rule—check in exactly 24 hours 
before your Southwest flight—can make your journey smoother and more enjoyable[call 1 (866) 
838-4934]. To make sure you don’t forget, consider setting a calendar reminder or alarm[call 1 
(866) 838-4934]. And if you ever need personal help or have questions before your flight, don’t 
hesitate to call Southwest Airlines customer support at 1 (866) 838-4934[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. 
It’s always good to be prepared, stay informed, and take advantage of tools that make air travel 
easier and more convenient[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. By understanding and following Southwest’s 
check-in process and arrival recommendations, you can make your travel experience simple, 
smooth, and stress-free from start to finish[call 1 (866) 838-4934]. 
 
 


